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European legislation touches on several road safety issues
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driver testing and licensing (including medical 

checks)

vehicle registration, including data exchange for 

enforcement purposes

vehicle testing (i.e. roadworthiness or ‘MOT’)

vehicle standards and type approval 

motor insurance
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Manifesto commitment
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Wider context
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Related strategies
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Statement: priority themes include 
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Adopting a ‘safe systems’ approach

Protecting vulnerable road users

Taking tough action against persistent offenders

Improving driver training and testing

Educating, influencing and incentivising safe behaviour
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Statement: priority themes include 
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Improving occupational road safety

Improving the safety standards of our roads

Encouraging uptake of safer vehicles

Promoting autonomous vehicle technology

Reviewing management capacity
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Actions focussed on the 5 pillars
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Mobile phones
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Focus on: tackling drug-driving
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 A £1m* grant in 2015/16 for police forces in 
England and Wales to build drug-driving 
enforcement capability:

 Training for over 1,200 officers in drug 
recognition & impairment testing skills

 21,000 drug screening tests

 1,500 blood analysis laboratory tests

 local publicity campaigns to reinforce the 
THINK! anniversary campaign

 Develop a drug-drive rehabilitation 
scheme course and a High Risk Offenders 
regime for drug drivers

 Pilot impairment course started 24th

October

 Think! campaign ran last March

* Statement said £750k, but we subsequently increased it
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Focus on: supporting learner / novice driver safety

12

 Around 20% of new drivers crash 

within the first six months of passing 

their test 

 We are encouraging more pre-test 

practice and broader range of real-

world driving experiences:

 Allowing motorway lessons with an 

Approved Driving Instructor in a dual-

controlled car: consult soon

 £2m research programme into the 

best technological, training and 

behaviour change interventions –

about to go to tender
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Focus on: supporting motorcycle safety
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 Per mile travelled, motorcyclists are the 
most vulnerable road user group 

 Motorcyclists account for 19% of road 
deaths

 We are:

 Strengthening compulsory basic 
training

 Working with the motorcycle industry 
to explore how to improve and 
increase the uptake of post-test rider 
training

 To research new protective equipment 
that can reduce post-crash collision 
severity.

 To consult on proposals to support 
safer motorcycling - soon 
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Focus on: supporting cycle safety
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 £50m over the next four years for 

Bikeability cycle training in schools to:

 increase children’s road awareness

 Improve future motorists’ empathy for 

vulnerable road users

 Consult on changes to improve cycle 

safety to ensure sideguards are not 

removed from HGVs

 Cycling and Walking Investment 

Strategy set out:

 plans for investment in safer 

infrastructure

 plans for behaviour change programmes
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Focus on: safer vehicles 
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 Promote connected and autonomous 

vehicle technologies in a way that 

maximises safety

 Improve HGV design and safety

 Increase consumer awareness of the Euro 

NCAP star rating system and explore 

options for incentivising the consumer 

uptake of safer vehicles

 Improve the safety of the public sector 

fleet, including by updating the 

Government Buying Standards.

 Engage with fleet buyers and leasing 

agencies to encourage safer private sector 

vehicle procurement
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Focus on: safer roads 
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 Help Highways England to develop an 
effective star rating system for the safety 
of its network

 Develop new tools / guidance for local 
authorities to help improve the safety of 
their roads, with a focus on rural road 
safety

 Issue revised legislation on Traffic Signs 
and General Directions and support 
local authorities in the uptake of safer 
traffic signalling and signage measures

 Continue to empower local authorities to 
set appropriate local speed limits.

 Continue research on 20mph –
published 2017
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Focus on: collecting road safety statistics & CRASH
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 Improved data quality – especially 

collision locations

 More timely data – records emailed 

out to LA / DfT as soon as they are 

completed

 New variables – hospitalisation, 

appropriate driving licence

 Saves time on data entry

No double-keying

Links with DVLA and police data in 

the Police National Computer

Web-based – no local 

infrastructure

 Intelligence tool for all police forces
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Next steps
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 High level action plan sets out 47 short, 

medium and long term actions for 

delivery across the 5 pillars:

 Forthcoming consultations on a range of 

issues – let us know what you think!

 Further development of proposals and 

initiation of research and projects, in 

partnership with other organisations.
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