APPG for Transport Safety AGM

Wednesday, 24" June 2026 in Room U, Portcullis House

External Chair: Paula Barker MP

Attendees

e Andy MacNae MP

e Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb

e DrAlPinkerton MP

e Sarah Coombes MP

e Dr Scott Arthur MP

e James Naish MP

e Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP

e Andrew Cooper MP

e Jamie Hassall, Executive Director of PACTS

1. Welcome and opening remarks

The External Chair welcomed attendees to the meeting.

2. Election of the group’s officers

The following officers were elected:

e Chair: Andy MacNae MP
e Vice-Chairs: Elsie Blundell MP, Aphra Brandreth MP and Baroness Jones of
Moulsecoomb

3. Approval of Annual Report, Due Diligence Statement and Income and
Expenditure Statement
The APPG approved the group’s Annual Report, Due Diligence Statement and Income and

Expenditure Statement for 2025/2026.

Following this, the External Chair concluded her duties and Andy MacNae MP took over chairing
duties.

4. Forward look to the coming year

The group discussed the APPG’s forward programme for 2026/27, with a focus on the
forthcoming Road Safety Strategy, the Road Safety Board and areas where the APPG could add
value through scrutiny, evidence-gathering and parliamentary activity.

Members agreed that the APPG should focus on areas where there is a clear policy gap or where
further parliamentary pressure could help improve delivery. Key themes included child road
safety, enforcement, vehicle identification, freight and rail, young drivers, illegal e-bikes, work-
related road collisions and emerging vehicle technologies.



5. APPG priorities and action plan
Road Safety Strategy and Road Safety Board

The group agreed to maintain pressure on the Department for Transport regarding the timing,
structure and delivery role of the Road Safety Board. Members noted the importance of
understanding how the Board will operate and how it will support delivery of the Road Safety
Strategy.

Jamie Hassall noted that the Board should be able to support delivery effectively and suggested
that a smaller board with subgroups may be preferable to an infrastructure-heavy body.

Andy MacNae suggested that the APPG could request a briefing from a civil servant or special
adviser on how the Road Safety Board will operate.

Child KSlIs and school journeys

The group agreed that child killed and seriously injured casualties should be a priority for the
APPG, particularly in relation to journeys to and from school. Members noted that there does
not currently appear to be a clear delivery plan for achieving reductions in child KSls.

The group discussed the role of active travel, school access, Ofsted guidance, planning
decisions and traffic reduction in improving safety around schools. Members noted that walking
to school is a significant part of the active travel agenda and that safety on the journey to school
should be considered alongside safety within the school environment.

The group also discussed the need for better joined-up policy between transport, education,
planning and public health. It was noted that the final 200 metres around schools can often be
the most dangerous part of the journey, and that demographic change and school closures
could mean some children having to travel further to school.

Members agreed that there may be scope for the APPG to work with the APPG for Cycling and
Walking on a joint inquiry or short report on child KSIs and safe journeys to school.

Road and rail freight

The group discussed the APPG’s recent work with Network Rail on the safety of road versus rail
freight. Members noted that rail freight should be considered as part of a broader discussion on
transport safety, spatial planning, logistics and waste contracts.

Jamie Hassall noted that the data is not perfect but suggested that rail freight is understood to
be safer for passengers than road freight. Further data should be requested from him.

The group also discussed whether current waste contracts may disincentivise companies from
using rail freight, and whether rail transport could be separated from waste contracts at the
receiving end.

Cloned plates, ghost plates and untraceable vehicles

The group discussed cloned plates, ghost plates and untraceable vehicles as significant safety,
enforcement, economic and national security issues. Members raised concerns about the
issuing and supply of number plates, the adequacy of DVLA oversight and the impact on
insurance premiums.



Dr Al Pinkerton noted that two-thirds of all motor insurance claims involve one untraceable
vehicle, creating a substantial economic challenge. He also raised concerns about the current
number plate supply system and referred to Austria’s use of banknote-style technology on
number plates.

Sarah Coombes noted that she had written to Lilian Greenwood about a possible legislative
vehicle but had received a vague response. She said that changes to offences would require
primary legislation and suggested that the DVLA should be invited to give evidence again.

The group discussed the possibility of a short report on cloned plates, as well as further work on
the economic impact of cloned plates and untraceable vehicles, including on insurance
premiums. Dr Al Pinkerton suggested that insurance companies could help fund additional
research or otherwise support the APPG’s work. Sarah Coombes suggested a further roundtable
on untraceable vehicles.

The group also discussed Cranfield University’s research and expertise on ghost plates. Dr Al
Pinkerton suggested that the APPG could support its work through a visit, by inviting researchers
to an APPG session, or by writing a letter of support. Members noted that Cranfield’s work could
inform parliamentary questions and wider APPG activity.

Jamie Hassall suggested that the APPG could consider activity involving scanning for ghost
plates. Dr Al Pinkerton noted that this could inform an oral question and underlined the national
security implications, given the extent to which enforcement relies on number plates.

Baroness Jones suggested preparing written questions, ministerial questions and a letter to
Lilian Greenwood. The group also discussed seeking a Westminster Hall debate after the
Panorama programme on these issues airs in September.

Camera technology and Home Office Type Approval

The group discussed concerns about Home Office Type Approval processes for speed cameras
and enforcement technology. Members noted that approval processes can be slow and may
result in local authorities using technology that is ineffective against ghost plates.

The group discussed whether responsibility for approving relevant transport enforcement
technology should sit with the Department for Transport rather than the Home Office. Members
noted that this issue links to the Road Safety Strategy and the need to ensure that enforcement
guidance is right and that authorities have access to appropriate camera technology.

Young drivers

The group identified young driver safety as a potential area for future work, including the
possibility of looking at star-rating insurance products for young drivers.

Illegal e-bikes

The group discussed illegally modified e-bikes as a safety issue. Members distinguished
between legitimate e-bikes and illegally modified e-bikes, and noted the relevance of previous
work by the APPG for Cycling and Walking.

Advanced driver assistance and self-driving technology



The group discussed the safety opportunities and risks associated with advanced driver
assistance and self-driving technologies, particularly where the driver remains legally in charge.

Members noted that future work could consider driver training, public acceptance,
manufacturer performance and technology standards. The group also discussed the risk that
drivers may disengage from the driving task when using advanced assistance systems, as well
as the potential safety benefits if such systems are used properly.

RIDDOR and work-related road collisions

The group discussed concerns that work-related road incidents are not currently RIDDOR-
reportable, limiting accountability where company drivers are involved in collisions.

Members agreed that this may be an area for future APPG work.
Agreed actions
The following actions were agreed or identified for further consideration:

e Maintain pressure on the Department for Transport regarding the timing and
structure of the Road Safety Board.

e Explore ajoint inquiry with the APPG for Cycling and Walking on how the government
would reach the 70% reduction in child KSls target from the Road Safety Strategy.

e Examine whether Ofsted guidance could better reflect the safety of journeys to and
from school.

e Consider further work on rail freight, spatial planning, logistics and waste transport
contracts.

e Prepare written questions and ministerial questions on cloned plates, ghost plates
and untraceable vehicles.

e Draft a letter to Lilian Greenwood on cloned plates, ghost plates, enforcement
technology and legislative options.

e Explore a further roundtable on cloned plates, alongside a short report on the
economic impact of cloned plates, ghost plates and untraceable vehicles. We will
also look to invite Cranfield University to share their experience at this event.

e Explore a Westminster Hall debate on cloned plates and ghost plates following the
Panorama programme in September.

e Consider whether young driver safety and insurance products should form part of
the APPG’s future programme.

o Keep illegally modified e-bikes under review and consider links with the APPG for
Cycling and Walking’s work.

e Consider future work on advanced driver assistance and self-driving technologies.

e Consider whether work-related road collisions should be an area for future APPG
work.

6. Any other business

There was no other business.



