
Road Safety: 
The Road Ahead for the EU and the United 
Kingdom

Ellen Townsend, Policy Director



http://www.kfv.at/
http://www.kfv.at/
http://www.moving-roadsafety.com/en/
http://www.moving-roadsafety.com/en/


Content

1. U.K. Safety Performance compared with other
EU Member States

1. Main Areas of EU Road Safety Policy and how it 
might change for the UK Post-Brexit

• Data
• Vehicle Safety
• Driver Licensing
• R&D
• Infrastructure Safety
• CBE Directive
• ETSC Recommendations



The EU framework:
Targets and performance

• The EU set a target of cutting 
road deaths by 50% between 
2001 and 2010

• The 50% reduction target 
renewed for 2010- 2020

• Most EU countries have similar 
national targets



26,313
people died in road traffic in 
the EU in 2015 



135,000
seriously injured in road 
traffic in the EU in 2014 
according to MAIS3+ 
definition

*

*European Commission estimate
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Which model for the U.K.?

Something 
else?



UK in the EU – Road Safety
Benchmarking

• The UK contributes road safety to the 
Community database on road 
accidents….

• Also contributes to work on EU level 
monitoring of serious injuries 
according to new common definition.

• Benefit: makes it possible to identify 
and quantify road safety problems in 
the EU.



U.K. Influence on EU Policy



Vehicle Safety – Pre-Brexit

• Large number of EU vehicle safety
related regulations

• And EuroNCAP (European but not EU)



Driver Licensing – Pre-Brexit
EU Directives on the European Driving 
Licensing: 
• Sets the minimum standards for driving 

licences and outlines vehicle categories
• Sets minimum requirements for testing 

and training

Post Brexit?
U.K. will be able to change their licencing 
system.



Cross Border Enforcement Directive

• Pre-Brexit
UK is still due to implement CBE (by May 2017) so 
that it can follow up sanctions committed by other 
EU citizens in the UK and v. versa.

Post Brexit..?



Infrastructure Safety Management and 
Funding

• Pre-Brexit: U.K. is complying with the minimum 
standards set in the Directives on Infrastructure 
and Tunnel Safety and apply to benefit from the 
Connecting Europe Facility to realise the TEN-T 
network.

• Post-Brexit: can deviate from the EU infrastructure 
safety legislation (as it can now) and will no 
longer benefit from the C.E.F funds.



Research and Development –

• EU has a global reputation as a centre of excellence. 
• Research and development in the UK is supported 

by the EU. 
• Automotive industry itself represents Europe's 

largest private investor.
• UK research institutes and universities, including 

ETSC’s member organisations, have also benefitted 
from EU funds, as do European networks from the 
U.K.’s expertise. 



ETSC Recommendations I

• Safeguard high standards in road 
safety post Brexit.

• Remain engaged in EU fora.
• UK based research institutes and 

universities and can able to 
participate in EU research 
programmes.



ETSC Recommendations II

• Adopt vehicle standards that are at 
least as ambitious in terms of safety as 
the EU regulations.

• Play a proactive role within the UNECE
standard setting on safety.

• Continue to create a market for safety.



www.etsc.eu

ellen.townsend@etsc.eu


