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Key issues

• The ageing population is a long term trend

• Transport is vital for quality of life

• We need to find new ways of supporting safe
mobility
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1. A long term trend
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Changes in the population pyramid – Japan

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/handbook/c02cont.htm Figure 2.3.

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/handbook/c02cont.htm


2. Quality of life
• Why is the ageing population important for transport safety?

– Reduce risk KSI per million population rates, by road user type and age: GB, 2010

http://assets.dft.gov.uk/statistics/releases/road-accidents-and-safety-annual-report-2010/rrcgb2010-01.pdf Chart 6.

– Reduce inequalities

– Mobility is vital for quality of life
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3. Supporting safe mobility
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http://www.dft.gov.uk/statistics/tables/nts0201

• ‘Despite the technological evolution of transport, the best
selling means of travel in the 21st century remains shoes.’
http://www.aeneas-project.eu/docs/AENEAS_StudyTourCatalogue.pdf

• Full car driving licence holders by age: Great Britain, 1975/76 to 2010

http://www.dft.gov.uk/statistics/tables/nts0201
http://www.aeneas-project.eu/docs/AENEAS_StudyTourCatalogue.pdf


3. Supporting safe mobility
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• www.wheelmap.org



3. Supporting safe mobility

• Maps showing median age by local area: 1992, 2012 and 2033.

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/dvc5/agemap.html
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Conclusions and key recommendations

1. A long term trend = Planning
‘We aim to make people dream of moving to Manchester when they retire, and we

are confident we can make this a great place to grow older.’
Manchester: A Great Place to Grow Older 2010-2020. Manchester’s Strategy for Ageing.

2. Quality of life = Mobility, not just accessibility.
‘Mobility, defined as the amount of travel undertaken, is different to accessibility,

defined as the amount of opportunities reached.’
Musselwhite, C., and Haddad, H., 2010. Mobility, accessibility and quality of later life. In Quality in Ageing and Older Adults. Page 4

3. Supporting safe mobility = prioritise basic measures, develop
new, innovative measures.
‘ITNAmerica understands that older people want to do much more than
go to the doctor or the market. For example, members use the
service to attend senior college, to get their hair done, to shop at the
mall, and to go out on dates.’
http://www.itnamerica.org/
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